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FLORIDA’S ELDER LAW LEGISLATIVE CHANGES

his year was a successful

year for the Florida Legis-

lature as it relates to elder

issues. This month’s news-
letter provides an overview of some
of the legislation.

1) Funding for Aging Resource Cen-
ters: $3.3 million dollars of fund-
ing was reinstated for the Aging
Resource Centers across the state.
The ARCs are a single point of
entry into the system that serves
the needs of seniors.

2) Increased Nursing Staff (HB5007
Effective 7/1/06): An average of
2.9 hours per day of direct care
(certified nursing assistant) is re-
quired to be provided to each
resident of a skilled nursing facil-

have also been restored through $2.2
million dollars of funding. Medicaid
recipients will now be able to access
hearing aids and related services. See
F.S. 409.906(12).

(¢) $7.0 million dollars of
funding was approved to provide full
or partial dentures and related ser-
vices to adult Medicaid recipients.
See F.S. 409.906(1)(b).

(d) An additional 1,000 slots
were added to the Nursing Home Di-
version program ($4.6 million). The
purpose of the program is to provide
necessary services and care in a non-
institutionalized setting.

4) Homestead Exemption for Low
Income Seniors: HJR 353 was
enrolled on 5/4/06 and will be

2%10313 é)\g;e)ellfgbl.)ams. See F.S. submitted to the electors at the

’ next general election. It would

3) Increased Funding amend Section 6 Article VII
for the Medicaid and create Section 26 Article
program (HB5007 XII of the State Constitution.
Effective 7/1/06): Contact our firm allows counties or munici-

_ tolearn how these pqlitics to increase the maxi-

_ (@) Adult vision and other mum homestead exemption
services have been re- legislative changes from $25.000.00 to
stored to the program impact your $50,000.00. If adopted it will
through  $9.6 million clients.” take effect on 1/1/07. To be

dollars of funding.

Medicaid recipients will

now be to access vision

services and obtain eyeglasses (2 pair
per year). See F.S. 409.906(23).

(b) Adult hearing services

eligible, a Florida resident

must be age 65 and have

household income not exceed-
ing $20,000.00.

Ask about hosting our FREE
Advanced Level CLE
Seminar at your office.

Contact our firm to learn
how these and other legis-
lative changes impact your
clients. We welcome the
opportunity to collaborate
with you and your clients
by providing expert guid-
ance and creative solu-
tions to fulfill your cli-
ents’ legal needs.
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